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A. Section 1 
i. Scientific leadership profile (max. 2 pages)
A description of the applicant's scientific leadership profile should include:

· a "self-evaluation" of research career achievements demonstrating the applicant's capacity to go significantly beyond the state of the art;

· a presentation of the content and impact of the major scientific or scholarly contributions of the applicant to his or her own research field and/or neighbouring research fields and, if applicable, their wider societal impact;

· the international recognition and diffusion that these major contributions have received from others (publications, citations or appropriate equivalents/additional funding/ students/international prizes and awards/ institution-building/other);

· evidence of efforts and ability to inspire younger researchers towards high quality research (highlights of research mentoring record, information on the careers of supervised graduate and post-doctoral students, etc.);

· where applicable: proven ability to productively change research fields and/or to establish new interdisciplinary approaches;
ii. Cirriculum Vitae (max. 2 pages)
In addition to the standard academic and research record, the CV should include a succinct "funding ID" which must specify any current research grants and their subject, and any ongoing application for work related to the proposal.
iii. 10-year-track-record (max. 2 pages)
The applicant should list his/her activity over the past 10 years (dated from the deadline of the call) as regards:
1. The top 10 publications, as senior author (or in those fields where alphabetic order of authorship is the norm, joint author) in major international peer-reviewed multi-disciplinary scientific journals and/or in the leading international peer-reviewed journals of their respective research fields, also indicating the number of citations (excluding auto-citations) they have attracted
2. Research monographs and any translations thereof (if applicable)
3. Granted patents (if applicable)
4. Invited presentations to peer-reviewed, internationally established

conferences and/or international advanced schools (if applicable)
5. Research expeditions that the applicant has led (if applicable)
6. Organisation of International conferences in the field of the applicant

(membership in the steering and/or organising committee) (if applicable)
7. International Prizes/Awards/Academy memberships (if applicable)

The applicant will be asked to introduce a summary of the data above as well as a short summary of his/her scientific leadership profile using an electronic template that will be provided.
iv. Co-investigator(s) (max. 6 pages per each co-investigator)
In exceptional cases (“co-investigator projects”) the scientific leadership profile, the CV and the 10-year track-record should also be produced for each designated co-investigator.
iv. Extended Synopsis (max. 5 pages)

concise presentation of the scientific proposal, with particular attention to the ground-breaking nature of the research.
B. Scientific Proposal (max. 15 pages)

description of scientific and technical aspects of the project, demonstrating the ground-breaking nature of the research, its potential impact and research methodology.
C. Research Environment (max. 2 pages)
description of the research environment and its contribution to the research project/activity.
The host institution must confirm its association with and its support to the project and the Principal Investigator; the institution must provide a binding statement that the conditions of independence are already fulfilled or will be provided to the Principal Investigator if the application is successful, using the template that will be provided. Proposals that do not include this statement will not be considered for evaluation.
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